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In response to the recommendations made by the Bonn Lynx Expert Group (2021), lynx
experts from the EAZA, the Deutscher Wildgehege Verband (DWYV), the IUCN Cat SG, the
Senckenberg Institute and KORA formed a working group in order to develop protocols for
breeding and husbandry of zoo lynx designated to be released in reintroduction projects. All
participants signed a MoU, committing themselves to adopt certain standards for sourcing ex
situ lynx for reintroduction projects. The group soon grew to include additional lynx experts
and representatives from planned reintroduction projects and adopted the name « Linking
Lynx ».

One of the first tasks of the group was the genetic sampling of the ex situ Carpathian lynx
population in EAZA zoos, non-EAZA institutions participating in the Carpathian lynx European
studbook (ESB) and member institutions of the DWV. Roughly 40% of all ex situ lynx
suspected to belong to the Carpathian lynx subspecies have been sampled so far.

The second big task was the development of a set of protocols for ex situ managers and in
situ projects hoping to release captive-born lynx. As work progressed, it became apparent
that breeding ex situ lynx for reintroductions, rehabilitation of orphaned lynx and quarantine
and transport of wild-caught lynx require similar standards for handling and keeping of lynx
in captivity — although for different lengths of time. Therefore, the set of protocols was
expanded and today includes the following:

Short introduction on in situ management of Carpathian lynx
Genetic monitoring and recommendations at metapopulation level
In situ Management of orphaned lynx

Capture of wild lynx and orphans and transport for release
Post-release monitoring and management interventions in reintroduction or
reinforcement projects

Breeding lynx for reintroduction

Rearing orphaned lynx

Genetic management of the ex situ population

. Rewilding of orphans and zoo-born lynx

10. Quarantine
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The DRAFT version of the protocol collection can be downloaded here:
https://www.nationalpark-harz.de/luchsprojekt/de/QuoVadisLynx2023

Further tasks underway are the development of a « lynx distribution platform » to coordinate
supply and demand, a common database and a project website.



