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Lynx is one of four protected large carnivores in Europe which are specifically addressed
through EU and international policy. Some challenges are shared by all four large carnivore
species, for example encouraging cross-border management; addressing negative perceptions
related to livestock depredation or competition for game species leading to persecution; or
reducing the impact of habitat loss and fragmentation through infrastructure. However, others
are specific to a particular species or more or less serious for one or another and challenges
vary by locality. Lynx, tends to enjoy a more popular public image than wolf for example, but
is more seriously impacted by habitat fragmentation and inbreeding. Policy work therefore
needs to be directed at both the general and specific challenges on multiple levels from the
international to the regional implementation.

This presentation will examine the different policies influencing lynx conservation and
management with the aid of examples. Some of the larger-scale fora for policy exchange and
discussion will be briefly described. In the later policy workshop, the different entry points for
influencing the formation and particularly the implementation of policy on the EU, national and
regional level will be examined with participants.

Lynx is protected by international treaties specifically the Bern Convention and CITES. The two
conventions allow controlled hunting of lynx (Balkan lynx is strictly protected) and controlled
trade of trophies (where necessary permits are in place). A recent initiative also aims to include
Balkan lynx in the annexes of the convention on migratory species (CMS or Bonn convention).
On an EU level, the Bern Convention is translated and strengthened through the EU Habitats
Directive which lists the lynx in annex 4 (strictly protected) and annex 2 (needs site
designation). The EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2030, aims to strengthen the requirements of
the Habitats Directive. Relevant requirements include the improving habitat connectivity
between protected areas. Additionally, member states must identity priority habitats and
species for restoration as part of a restoration plan. Finally, the Biodiversity Strategy also
requires the establishment of a new EU restoration law. A proposal for such a law has been
made by the European Commission and is currently in interinstitutional agreement between
the Council and the Parliament. Some of the requirements in the law could have direct
relevance for restoration of habitat for lynx.

When examining EU policy, financial instruments and impacting policies must also be
considered. The LIFE programme is the most direct funding source for species management
actions. However, the Common Agricultural Policy is the largest and broadest source of
financing for land management. The CAP is directly used by a number of member states for
reducing depredation of livestock (mainly focused on wolves). However, certain measures
could additionally be relevant for the lynx e.g. those more focused on forestry. Forest policy is
also relevant (though less strongly driven from the EU level). Policies and financing for
infrastructure developments are another area with a potentially serious impact on lynx
conservation.

There are a range of entry points for influencing policy which will be examined as part of the
workshop. On a broad level, the discussion and stakeholder engagement fora around the
above policies are relevant. On the EU level, managing authorities discuss through the EU
Biodiversity Platform (EUBP, formally CGBN). The EU Platform on Coexistence Between People
and Large Carnivores provides a forum for discussion between interest groups on the EU level.
The platform model has also been used to establish similar multi-stakeholder groups on the
regional to local level. International conventions also have their own attached discussion
groups. The WISO Platform of the Alpine Convention brings together managing authorities
and stakeholders to discuss large carnivore management. The Carpathian Convention also
frequently discusses large carnivores as part of their Biodiversity Working Group. In the



Dinaric-Balkan-Pindos region, an ongoing initiative has established a large carnivore platform
and authorities have agreed that they would like to work together on establishing an
accompanying treaty as well as exchanging continuously on practical measures.



