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The Dinaric Mountains region in south-eastern Europe is home to the small, reintroduced 
population of Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx), and conservation efforts are underway to revitalise 
this population through reinforcement and close collaboration with key stakeholders. Interreg 
projects DinaRis (implemented from 2006-2008) and Carnivora Dinarica (implemented from 
2018-2021), along with the Life project LIFE Lynx (ongoing implementation from 2017-
2024), have played a crucial role in implementing public outreach initiatives to raise 
awareness and maximise conservation efforts. 
Slovenia-Croatia Interreg project DinaRis, a cross-border initiative, focused on studying the 

reasons for sudden decline of the population and facilitating the initiation of transboundary 

collaboration in lynx population monitoring and conservation in the Dinaric Mountains. 

Through public lectures, workshops, an awareness campaign, and involvement of hunters, 

DinaRis aimed to ensure and check public support for the needed urgent conservation 

measures aimed at mitigating the inbreeding within the population. 

Carnivora Dinarica, another Interreg project among partners from Slovenia and Croatia, 

aimed to promote best practices in carnivore conservation and raise public awareness about 

large carnivores, including the Eurasian lynx, in the Dinaric Mountains. Public outreach 

initiatives such as establishment of a large carnivore interpretation centre, implementation of 

educational events, public seminars, and campaigns were implemented to engage local 

communities, stakeholders, and the general public in lynx conservation efforts. The efforts 

were closely coordinated with those of LIFE Lynx project. 

LIFE Lynx, a Life project, focuses on saving the Dinaric lynx population. Through 

translocation efforts, as well as a thorough public outreach and awareness initiatives, LIFE 

Lynx aims to restore the lynx population in the region and ensure the new challenges, 

expected to occur as the population recovers, are met with timely and adequate measures. 

Educational and PR campaigns, social studies, public consultations and involvement of key 

stakeholders and local communities are implemented to raise awareness about the 

conservation needs of the Eurasian lynx and its ecological role. 

These Interreg and Life projects have contributed significantly to the implementation of 

public outreach initiatives for Eurasian lynx conservation in the Dinaric Mountains. By raising 

awareness, engaging local communities, stakeholders, and the public, and promoting the 

conservation and sustainable management of the Eurasian lynx population, these projects 

are playing a crucial role in ensuring the survival of this iconic species in the region. 


