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The participants of the Bonn meeting in 2019 agreed that the expert group should be
continued and that several permanent lynx working groups should be established, e.g.,
genetics, monitoring, health, sourcing, policy and human dimensions. Meanwhile, two
working groups have already been operating — the genetics working group (“CElynx”) and the
sourcing working group (“Linking Lynx”) — and the other working groups will be discussed
during the Harz workshop. Here, we present a proposal for organising the future cooperation
in the realm of the Carpathian lynx. We propose to unite all permanent working groups as
well as planned and ongoing reintroduction and reinforcement projects within the already
formed Linking Lynx network. A steering committee — consisting of the coordinators of each
working group and an overall Linking Lynx coordinator — would be responsible for fund
raising and for the organisation of regular meetings of working groups, the steering
committee and the whole network. Through a common website, the working groups could
reach out to partners and the general public and share protocols and other information
among members. How the network will engage with international conventions, EU bodies,
IUCN institutions, EUROLYNX, etc. is yet to be defined. We will have the opportunity to
discuss this proposal in depth at the end of the Harz meeting.
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